FRIENDS OF BRIDE’S MOUND
c/o Isle of Avalon Foundation, 2-4 High St, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9DU

11th February 2005

Dear Friend,

As you may know, the Friends of Bride’s Mound have been campaigning and fundraising for the last ten years in order to preserve the mound as a sacred site with access for all.

The site of the chapel is currently owned and managed by the South West RDA and until now the western end of the mound has been in private ownership. However, this part of the mound and the fields around it, which includes the site of “Bridget’s Well”, has just come up for sale.

The Friends would like to purchase this land. There are fifty acres for sale and the guide price given by the estate agents is £150,000 - £175,000. Ideally we would like to male an offer of around £75,000 for the twenty-five acres containing the mound. However the owner seems likely to want to sell all the land as one lot so we may need to buy all the fields to begin with and sell some off later.

The land currently generates an income as payments are received from DEFRA under the Somerset Levels and Moors Environmentally Sensitive Areas Scheme. (Other income may also be received from the new Single Farm Payment Scheme.) This income would cover the repayments on a loan of £30,000 from Triodos Bank towards the purchase price. However we need to raise at least £45,000 from grants and donations. If we raise enough we will be able to purchase the fields outright, allowing any income to pay for management of the site. We are therefore asking people like yourself if you would be able to give a donation to enable this land to be purchased and opened up to the public for us all to enjoy.

Obviously at this stage we cannot guarantee that our bid for the land is going to be successful. We would therefore ask for donations to be sent by cheque with an address to which money can be returned if it is not needed – hopefully his will not be the case! Any amount you feel able to give will help to secure this beautiful site for future generations.

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that this year’s AGM is being held in Glastonbury Town Hall at 6pm on February 17th. It would be lovely to see you there.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Best wishes

Jaine Raine (Chairperson)

Telephone: (01458) 834787

